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DETAILED ACTION 
Response to Amendment 

1 . The amendment filed August 22, 2006 has been entered. Claims 1-7 have been 
amended. Claims 1-7 are pending in this Office Action. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

2. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351 (a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

3. Claims 1-7 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by Prasad 
et al. (US 5,956,718), hereinafter referred to as "Prasad". 

As per claims 1, 3, Prasad teaches a transmitting method and apparatus for 
transmitting a hierarchical structure of a directory for hierarchically managing locations 
of contents data, comprising: 

• "a managing unit for managing a hierarchical structure of a directory composed 
of a container entry and a leaf entry, a container entry containing information in 
the immediately lower hierarchical level thereof, a leaf entry being disposed in 
the immediately lower hierarchical level of a container entry, a leaf entry not 
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containing information in the immediately lower hierarchical level thereof at Col. 
2 lines 15-40 and Col. 4 lines 53-67; 

• "a detecting unit for detecting a change of the hierarchical structure of the 
directory managed by said managing means" at Col. 6 lines 20-30; 

• "and obtaining position information and identification information corresponding 
to the detected result, the position information representing the position of a 
container entry in the hierarchical structure of the directory, the identification 
information identifying a leaf entry corresponding to the hierarchical structure of 
the directory" at Col, 6 lines 1 -20; 

• "and a transmitting unit for transmitting the position information and the 
identification information" at Col. 6 lines 60-65, Col. 15 lines 5-25; 

• "wherein the position information includes a schema version, the schema version 
being a value that changes correspondingly to a change to the hierarchical 
structure of the directory" at Cols.5-6, tables 1 and 2. 

As per claim 2, Prasad teaches the transmitting apparatus as set forth in claim 
1 , wherein "said detecting unit obtains difference information representing a change of 
the leaf entries corresponding to the detected result of a change of the hierarchical 
structure of the directory, and wherein said transmitting means transmits the difference 
information along with the identification information" at Col. 5 line 25 to Col. 6 line 60. 



Application/Control Number: 09/605,733 Page 4 

Art Unit: 2166 

As per claims 4,5, Prasad teaches a receiving apparatus for receiving a 
hierarchical structure of a directory for hierarchically nnanaging the locations of contents 
data that are transmitted, comprising: 

• "a receiving unit for receiving position information and identification information, 
the position information being obtained by detecting a change of container 
entries, the position information representing the position of a container entry in 
the hierarchical structure of the directory, the identification information identifying 
a leaf entry corresponding to the hierarchical structure of the directory" at Col. 5 
line 25 to Col. 6 line 60; 

• "the directory being composed of container entries and leaf entries, a container 
entry containing information in the immediately lower hierarchical level thereof, a 
leaf entry not containing information in the immediately lower hierarchical level 
thereof at Col. 4 lines 53-67; 

• "an obtaining unit for selectively obtaining the identification information of a leaf 
entry in the immediately lower hierarchical level of a container entry represented 
by the position information corresponding to selection information designated 
corresponding to the position information" at Col. 6 lines 5-20; and 

• "a managing unit for managing the hierarchical structure of the directory formed 
with the position information corresponding to the selection information and with 
the identification information that is selectively obtained" at Col. 2 lines 15-40 and 
Col. 6 lines 50-60; 
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• "wherein the position information includes a schema version, the schema version 
being a value that changes correspondingly to a change to the hierarchical 
structure of the directory" at Cols.5-6, tables 1 and 2. 

As per claims 6, 7, Prasad teaches a transmitting and receiving system for 
transmitting a hierarchical structure of a directory for hierarchically managing locations 
of contents data and receiving the transmitted hierarchical structure, comprising: 

• "a first managing unit for managing a hierarchical structure of a directory 
composed of a container entry and a leaf entry, a container entry containing 
information in the immediately lower hierarchical level thereof, a leaf entry being 
disposed in the immediately lower hierarchical level of a container entry, a leaf 
entry not containing information in the immediately lower hierarchical level 
thereof at Col. 2 lines 15-40 and Col. 4 lines 50-67. 

• "a detecting unit for detecting a change of the hierarchical structure of the 
directory managed by said first managing unit and obtaining position information, 
identification information, and difference information corresponding to the 
detected result, the position information representing the position of a container 
entry in the hierarchical structure of the directory, the identification information 
identifying a leaf entry corresponding to the hierarchical structure of the directory, 
the difference information representing the difference of leaf entries" at Col. 5 line 
25 to Col. 6 line 60; 
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• "a transmitting unit for transmitting the position information, the identification 
information, and the difference information" at Col. 6 lines 30-65. Col. 14 lines 
45-55 and Fig. 10; 

• "a receiving unit for receiving the position information, the identification 
information, and the difference information transmitted by said transmitting unit" 
at Col. 6 lines 30-65. Col. 14 lines 45-55 and Fig. 10; 

• "obtaining unit for selectively obtaining the identification information of a leaf 
entry in the immediately lower hierarchical level of a container entry represented 
by the position information corresponding to selection information designated 
corresponding to the position information" at Col. 1 5 lines 5-20; 

• "a second managing unit for managing the hierarchical structure of the directory 
formed with the position information corresponding to the selection information 
and with the identification information that is selectively obtained" at Col. 15 lines 
10-25; 

• "wherein the position information includes a schema version, the schema version 
being a value that changes correspondingly to a change to the hierarchical 
structure of the directory" at Cols. 5-6, tables 1 and 2. 



Response to Arguments 

4. Applicant's arguments filed August 22, 2006 have been fully considered but they 
are not persuasive. The examiner respectfully traverses applicant's arguments. 
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Applicant argued that Prasad does not teach: "the position information includes a 
schema version, the schema version being a value that changes correspondingly to a 
change to the hierarchical structure of the directory". On the contrary, Prasad teaches at 
Tables 1 and 2 that each move entry structure contains a version number which indicate 
changes to the hierarchical structure of the directory. A portion of Table 1 is reproduced 
below: 

TABLE 1 

45 

Bcflin Mqyg Entry Structngc (42 (Ois2A)) 

O&ct Content TVpc 
ReqaesE Format 
32 VfeisioB-D im ' 

In light of the foregoing arguments, the 35 U.S.C 102 rejection is hereby 
sustained. 

Conclusion 

5. THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL, Applicant is reminded of the extension of time 
policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1 . 1 36(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
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the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the mailing date of this final action. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Khanh B. Pham whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
4116. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday through Friday 7:30am to 
4:00pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Hosain Alam can be reached on (571) 272-3978. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an. application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 



Khanh B. Pham 
Examiner 
Art Unit 21 66 
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